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Nearly all the dead embryos had the petechial haemorrhages described by Collier and Sowa (1958) ; their yolk sacs were more fragile than those of normal embryos of the same age, and the yolk was more fluid. Portions of yolk sac were repeatedly tested in serum broth, and cooked meat medium, and on horse blood agar, and occasionally on a medium suitable for pleuropneumonia-like organisms; bacterial growth was never observed, nor were bacteria seen in smears of the yolk sacs.
Examination of Yolk-Sac Smears.-Smears of yolk sacs were stained with Giemsa or Giemsa-May-Griinwald, stains or by Macchiovello's method. The smears from dead embryos showed bodies resembling the elementary bodies and the intracellular forms of the psittacosis-lymphogranuloma venereum (P-LGV) group of viruses, and agreeing in size, morphology, and colour with the description of trachoma virus given by Collier and Sowa (1958) . Such bodies were numerous in some smears; in others they were scanty and it was then difficult to distinguish them from similar bodies sometimes seen in yolk-sac smears from uninoculated embryos of the same age.
Serological Investigations. The serological relationship between the agent isolated (called T425) and the P-LGV group of viruses was tested by complement fixation. The method used was that of Meyer and Eddie (1956) for the detection of psittacosis antibodies, except that fixation was carried out for 17 hours at 4°C. The yolk sacs of three embryos dying on the 7th day after inoculation during the fourth passage of T425 were pooled and made into a 20 per cent. suspension in broth-saline which was centrifuged at 650 G. for 10 minutes. The fraction between the upper fatty layer and the deposit was used, both unheated and after heating for 20 minutes in a boiling water bath, as the "T425 preparations". The "Perth controls" were prepared from the yolk sacs of three uninoculated 15-day TRACHOMA VIRUS embryos in a similar manner. Those preparations, together with "ornithosislymphogranuloma venereum complement-fixing antigen", prepared by Commonwealth Serum Laboratories, Melbourne (CSL antigen), and its yolk-sac control (CSL control) were tested simultaneously against three human sera; psittacosis antibodies were reported, by other laboratories, to be present in two of those sera and absent from the third. The results given in Table II imply that the T425 preparations contained the heat-stable complement-fixing antigen of the P-LGV group of viruses. (1957) and by Collier and Sowa (1958) , but confirmation of its identity must await positive results from inoculation of the agent on to the conjunctiva of Rhesus monkeys and, if possible, of human volunteers.
